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SECTION B 
 

OPEN DRAIN 
 
B.1 PROFILE 
 

The profile drawing shows the depth of cuts from the ground beside the stake to the final invert of the ditch in 
meters and decimals of a meter and also the approximate depth of cuts from the existing bottom of the ditch to 
the elevation of the ditch bottom.  These cuts are established for the convenience of the Contractor; however, 
benchmarks will govern the final elevation of the drain.  Benchmarks have been established along the course of 
the drain and their locations and elevations are noted on the profile drawing.  A uniform grade shall be maintained 
between stakes in accordance with the profile drawing. 

 
B.2 ALIGNMENT 
 

The drain shall be constructed in a straight line and shall follow the course of the present drain or water run 
unless otherwise noted on the drawings.  Where it is necessary to straighten any bends or irregularities in 
alignment not noted on the drawings, the Contractor shall contact the Engineer or Superintendent before 
commencing the work.  

 
B.3 CLEARING AND GRUBBING 
 

Prior to commencement of work, all trees, scrub, fallen timber and debris shall be removed from the side slopes 
of the ditch and for such a distance on the working side so as to eliminate any interference with the construction 
of the drain or the spreading of the spoil.  The side slopes shall be neatly cut and cleared flush with slope whether 
or not they are affected directly by the excavation.  With the exception of large stumps causing damage to the 
drain, the side slope shall not be grubbed.  All other cleared areas shall be grubbed and the stumps put into piles 
for disposal by the owner. 

All trees or limbs 150mm (6") or larger, that it is necessary to remove, shall be considered as logs and shall be 
cut and trimmed, and left in the working width separate from the brush, for use or disposal by the owner.  Trees 
or limbs less than 150mm in diameter shall be cut in lengths not greater than 5 meters and placed in separate 
piles with stumps spaced not less than 75 meters apart in the working width, for the use or disposal of the owner.  
In all cases, these piles shall be placed clear of excavated materials, and not be piled against standing trees.  No 
windrowing will be permitted.  The clearing and grubbing and construction of the drain are to be carried out in two 
separate operations and not simultaneously at the same location. 

 
B.4 EXCAVATION 
 

The bottom width and the side slopes of the ditch shall be those shown on the profile drawing.  
Unless otherwise specified on the drawings, only the existing ditch bottom is to be cleaned out and the side 

slopes are not to be disturbed.  Where existing side slopes become unstable because of construction, the 
Contractor shall immediately contact the Engineer or Superintendent.  Alternative methods of construction and/or 
methods of protection will then be determined, prior to continuing the work. 

Where an existing drain is being relocated or where a new drain is being constructed, the Contractor shall, 
unless otherwise specified, strip the topsoil for the full width of the drain, including the location of the spoil pile.  
Upon completion of levelling, the topsoil shall be spread to an even depth across the full width of the spoil. 

 
B.5 EXCAVATED MATERIAL 
 

Excavated material shall be deposited on either or both sides of the drain as indicated on the drawings or as 
directed by the Engineer or Superintendent.  A buffer strip of not less than 3 meters in width through farmed lands 
and 2 meters in width through bush areas shall be left along the top edges of the drain.  The buffer strip shall be 
seeded and/or incorporated as specified on the drawings.  The material shall be deposited beyond the specified 
buffer strip. 





 Page 9  
 Revised January 2020 
 

 

   

 

B.10 SEDIMENT BASINS AND TRAPS 
 

The Contractor shall excavate sediment basins prior to commencement of upstream work as shown on the 
plan and profile.  The dimension of the basin will be in a parabolic shape with a depth of 450mm below the 
proposed ditch bottom and the basin will extend along the drain for a minimum length of 15 meters.  

A sediment trap 300mm deep and 5 meters long with silt fence placed across ditch bottom on the downstream 
end of the trap shall be constructed prior to and maintained during construction, to prevent silt from flushing 
downstream.  The silt fence shall be removed and disposed of after construction. 

 
B.11 SEEDING 
 

.1 Delivery:  The materials shall be delivered to the site in the original unopened containers which shall bear the 
vendor's guarantee of analysis and seed will have a tag showing the year of harvest. 

 
.2 Hydro Seeding: Areas specified on drawings shall be hydro seeded and mulched upon completion of 

construction in accordance with O.P.S.S. 572 and with the following application rates: 
 

Primary Seed (85 kg/ha.):  50% Creeping Red Fescue 
40% Perennial Ryegrass 
 5% White Clover 

Nurse Crop      Italian (Annual) Ryegrass at 25% of Total Weight 
Fertilizer (300 kg/ha.)   8-32-16 
Hydraulic Mulch (2000 kg/ha.)  Type "B" 
Water (52,700 litres/ha.) 

 
Seeding shall not be completed after September 30. 

 
.3 Hand Seeding:  Hand seeding shall be completed daily with the seed mixture and fertilizer and application 

rate shown under "Hydro Seeding" above.  Placement of the seed shall be by means of an approved 
mechanical spreader.  Seeding shall not be completed after September 30. 
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SECTION C 
 

TILE DRAIN 
 
C.1 PIPE MATERIALS 
 

.1 Concrete Tile:  All tile installed under these specifications shall be sound and of first quality and shall meet all 
A.S.T.M. Specifications current at the time of tendering.  Concrete tile shall conform to Designation C412 
"Extra Quality" except that the minimum compression strengths shall be increased by 25%.  Heavy Duty tile 
shall conform to Designation C412 "Heavy Duty Extra Quality". 

 
.2 Corrugated Steel Pipe:  Unless otherwise specified, all metal pipe shall be corrugated, riveted steel pipe or 

helical corrugated steel pipe with a minimum wall thickness of 1.6mm (16 gauge) and shall be fully galvanized. 
 

.3 Plastic Tubing:  The plans will specify the type of tubing or pipe, such as non-perforated or perforated (with 
or without filter material). 
i) Corrugated Plastic Drainage Tubing shall conform to the current O.F.D.A. Standards 
ii) Heavy Duty Corrugated Plastic Pipe shall be "Boss 1000" manufactured by the Big 'O' Drain Tile Co. Ltd. 

or approved equal 
 

.4 Concrete Sewer Pipe:  The Designations for concrete sewer pipe shall be C14 for concrete sewer pipe 
450mm (18") diameter or less; and C76 for concrete sewer pipe greater than 450mm (18") diameter.  Where 
closed joints are specified, joints shall conform to the A.S.T.M. Specification C443.  

Where concrete sewer pipe Aseconds@ are permitted the pipe should exhibit no damages or cracks on the 
barrel section and shall be capable of satisfying the crushing strength requirements for No.1, Pipe 
Specifications (C14 or C76).  The pipe may contain cracks or chips in the bell or spigot which could be serious 
enough to prevent the use of rubber gaskets, but which are not so severe that the joint could not be mortared 
conventionally. 

 
.5 Plastic Sewer Pipe:  The plans will specify the type of sewer pipe, such as non-perforated or perforated (with 

or without filter material).  All plastic sewer pipe and fittings shall be ABoss Poly-Tite@, ULTRA-RIB@, AChallenger 
3000" or approved equal with a minimum stiffness of 320 kpa at 5% deflection. 

 
 .6 Plastic Fittings:  All plastic fittings shall be "Boss 2000" or "Challenger 2000" with split coupler joints or 

approved equal. 
 
C.2 TESTING 
 

 The manufacturer shall provide specimens for testing if required.  The random selection and testing 
procedures would follow the appropriate A.S.T.M. requirements for the material being supplied.  The only variation 
is the number of tiles tested:  200mm to 525mm dia. - 5 tile tested, 600mm to 900mm dia. - 3 tile tested.  The 
drain will be responsible for all testing costs for successful test results.  Where specimens fail to meet the minimum 
test requirements, the manufacturer will be responsible for the costs of the unsuccessful tests.  Alternately, the 
Engineer may accept materials on the basis of visual inspections and the receipt in writing from the Manufacturer 
of the results of daily production testing carried out by the Manufacturer for the types and sizes of the material being 
supplied. 

 
C.3 LINE 
 

 Prior to stringing the tile, the Contractor shall contact the Superintendent or the Engineer in order to establish 
the course of the drain. 
 Where an existing drain is to be removed and replaced in the same trench by the new drain or where the new 
drain is to be installed parallel to an existing drain, the Contractor shall excavate test holes to locate the existing 
drain (including repairing drainage tile) at intervals along the course of the drain as directed by the Engineer and/or 
the Superintendent.  The costs for this work shall be included in the tender price. 
 Where an existing drain is to be removed and replaced in the same trench by the new drain, all existing tiles 
shall be destroyed, and all broken tile shall be disposed of offsite. 
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C.10  BACKFILLING 
 

 As the laying of the tile progresses, blinding up to the springline including compaction by tamping (by hand) is 
to be made on both sides of the tile.  No tile shall be backfilled until inspected by the Engineer or Drainage 
Superintendent unless otherwise approved by the Engineer. 
 The remainder of the trench shall be backfilled with special care being taken in backfilling up to a height 
approximately 150mm above the top of the tile to ensure that no tile breakage occurs.  During the backfilling 
operation no equipment shall be operated in a way that would transfer loads onto the tile trench.  Surplus material 
is to be mounded over the tile trench so that when settlement takes place the natural surface of the ground will be 
restored.  Upon completion, a minimum cover of 600mm is required over all tile.  Where stones larger than 150mm 
are present in the backfill material, they shall be separated from the material and disposed of by the Contractor. 
 Where a drain crosses a lawn area, the backfilling shall be carried out as above except that, unless otherwise 
specified, the backfill material shall be mechanically compacted to eliminate settlement. 

 
C.11  UNSTABLE SOIL 
 

 The Contractor shall immediately contact the Engineer or Superintendent if quicksand is encountered, such 
that installation with a tiling machine is not possible.  The Engineer shall, after consultation with the Superintendent 
and Contractor, determine the action necessary and a price for additions or deletions shall be agreed upon prior to 
further drain installation.  Where directed by the Engineer, test holes are to be dug to determine the extent of the 
affected area.  Cost of test holes shall be considered an addition to the contract price. 

 
C.12 ROCKS 
 

 The Contractor shall immediately contact the Engineer or Superintendent if boulders of sufficient size and 
number are encountered such that the Contractor cannot continue trenching with a tiling machine.  The Engineer 
or Superintendent may direct the Contractor to use some other method of excavating to install the drain.  The basis 
of payment for this work shall be determined by the Engineer and Drainage Superintendent. 
 If only scattered large stones or boulders are removed on any project, the Contractor shall haul same to a 
nearby bush or fence line, or such other convenient location as approved by the Landowners(s). 

 
C.13  BROKEN, DAMAGED TILE OR EXCESS TILE 
 

 The Contractor shall remove and dispose of off-site all broken (existing or new), damaged or excess tile or tiles.  
If the tile is supplied by the Municipality, the Contractor shall stockpile all excess tile in readily accessible locations 
for pickup by the Municipality upon the completion of the job. 

 
C.14 TRIBUTARY DRAINS 
 

 Any tributary tile encountered in the course of the drain shall be carefully taken up by the Contractor and placed 
clear of the excavated earth.  If the tributary tile drains encountered are clean or reasonably clean, they shall be 
connected into the new drain.  Where existing drains are full of sediment, or contain pollutants, the decision to 
connect those drains to the new drain shall be left to the Engineer or Superintendent.  Each tributary tile connection 
made by the Contractor shall be located and marked with a stake and no backfilling shall take place until the 
connection has been approved by the Engineer or Superintendent. 
 For tributary drains 150mm dia. or smaller connected to new tiles 250mm dia. or larger, and for 200mm dia. 
connected to 350mm dia. or larger, the Contractor shall neatly cut a hole in the middle of a tile length.  The 
connections shall be made using a prefabricated adaptor.  All other connections shall be made with prefabricated 
wyes or tees conforming to Boss 2000 split coupler or approved equal. 
 Where an open drain is being replaced by a new tile drain, existing tile outlets entering the ditch from the side 
opposite the new drain shall be extended to the new drain.  All existing metal outlet pipes shall be carefully 
removed, salvaged, and left for the owner.  Where the grade of the connection passes through the newly placed 
backfill in the ditch, the backfill material below the connection shall be thoroughly compacted and metal pipe of a 
size compatible with the tile outlet shall be installed so that a minimum length of 2 meters at each end is extending 
into undisturbed soil. 
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C.17  BLIND INLETS 
 

Where specified, blind inlets shall be installed along the course of the drain in accordance with details on the 
drawings. 

 
C.18  GRASSED WATERWAY 
 

 Topsoil to be stripped from construction area and stockpiled prior to construction of waterway.  Waterway to 
be graded into a parabolic shape to the width shown on the drawings.  Topsoil to be relevelled over the waterway 
and other areas disturbed by construction. 
 Waterway to be prepared for seeding by harrowing and then seeded by drilling followed by rolling.  Seeding 
rate to be 85 Kg/Ha with the following mixture: 

30% Canon Canada Bluegrass 
25% Koket Chewings Fescue 
30% Rebel Tall Fescue 
15% Diplomat Perennial Rye 
Plus #125 Birdsfoot Trefoil (25% of Total Weight) 

 
C.19  BACKFILLING EXISTING DITCHES 
 

 The Contractor shall backfill the ditch sufficiently for traversing by farm machinery.  If sufficient material is not 
available from the old spoil banks to fill in the existing ditch, the topsoil shall be stripped and the subsoil shall be 
bulldozed into the ditch and the topsoil shall then be spread over the backfilled ditch unless otherwise specified on 
the contract drawings.  The Contractor shall ensure sufficient compaction of the backfill and if required, repair 
excess settlement up to the end of the warranty period.  The final grade of the backfilled ditch shall provide an 
outlet for surface water. 

 
C.20  RECOMMENDED PRACTICE FOR CONSTRUCTION OF SUBSURFACE DRAINAGE SYSTEM 
 

 Drainage guide for Ontario, Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs Publication Number 29 and its 
amendments, dealing with the construction of Subsurface Drainage systems, shall be the guide to all methods and 
materials to be used in the construction of tile drains except where superseded by other specifications of this 
contract. 
 The requirements of licensing of operators, etc. which apply to the installation of closed drains under the Tile 
Drainage Act shall also be applicable to this contract in full unless approval otherwise is given in advance by the 
Engineer. 
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