
 

 

 
 

On my recent trip to Tobermory I 
noticed the quickly changing trees and 
the colourful display reinforced that this 
was likely going to be the last dive trip 
to Tobermory for the year. Although 
Tobermory might be getting a bit cold, 
there are still lots of opportunities to 
finish off this dive season with a flurry 
of activities. Hopefully everyone was 
able to get some diving in this year and 
judging by the turnouts to some of the 
organized events, it would appear that 
the interest in local diving is still strong. 

I know this newsletter has been 
promised for several weeks now but with 
a hectic diving schedule it has been 
tough to get it completed. So, enjoy this 
final newsletter for 2007 and take note 
of the events planned to help finish off 
the season. 
 
Cheers, 
Aaron 
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 August 12, 2007 was a beautiful 
day with a cloudless sky, a gentle breeze 
and best of all – two great dives in Lake 
Erie. The day started off on the early 
side with 5 hardy souls meeting at Red 
Devil Scuba at 5 am (note: Gary wasn’t 
one of them) departing for the drive to 
Long Point. We boarded our charter at 
8:30 and met our captain,  
 
 

 
Denny MacKenzie, before long we were 
headed out into Long Point Bay. The 
wreck chosen for the day was that of the 
“Wilma”, a fishing tug that sank in 1926. 
This wreck is upright and mostly intact 
(the bow more so). At 75’ depth it gave 
us lots of bottom time to explore and 
although the visibility was reduced when 
multiple divers were on the wreck, a 
slight current would quickly clear things 
up. After a 1 hour surface interval, we 
returned to the wreck for our second 
dive and at least a couple divers got a 
keepsake by cutting off some of the 
floats attached to fishing nets that had 
gotten entangled with the wreck over the 
years. A quick boat ride back to the 
shore and it was time to fill out our log 
books and do some socializing with our 
boat captain and some of his friends in 
the town of Port Dover. Special thanks 
to Denny MacKenzie of WayPoint 
Marine for our friendly boat ride out and 
hopefully we can have the same 
experience next year. 

 
 
         John Wallace after returning from the Wilma 
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 With cool temperatures, overcast 
skies and a brisk breeze – the outlook for 
a successful river cleanup looked to be 
in doubt. But, the Red Devil Scuba 
faithful came through in flying colours 
with over 30 participants showing up to 
help cleanup the St. Clair River in front 
of the town of Port Lambton. This was 
the second year in a row that Red Devil 
Scuba has participated in this world wide 
event, designed to cleanup aquatic 
environments and bring attention to 
waterway pollution. The shore support 
workers were busy classifying the trash 
that was brought up with close to a 
metric tonne of trash, removed in a few 
short hours. Hundreds of old beer 
bottles, multiple tires and several other 
unique items were removed in what can 
only be described as a hugely successful 
event. Thanks to everyone who attended 
and hopefully we’ll see everyone (plus 
more) next year when we continue to 
clean up one of our favorite local dive 
sites. 

 
       The rather impressive pile of garbage that was  
                    pulled from the St. Clair River 
 

�����������������������������
 I’ll be the first admit that this is 
one of my favorite dive trips of the year. 
With the great visibility of Tobermory, 
the rich history and pristine wrecks 
(most over 100 years old) – what is there 
not to look forward to? Usually, trips to 

Tobermory are teaching excursions so 
when this trip occurs, it is nice to focus 
solely on diving and diving on some of 
the wrecks that I normally don’t get to 
see (don’t get me wrong – teaching is a 
great pleasure too).  

 
Inside the hold of the wreck of the  
      Sweepstakes – sunk in 1901 
 

 This year was probably one of 
the most memorable since Gary had 
arranged an opportunity to dive the San 
Jacinto on the Saturday. Sunk in 1881 
and discovered in 1990 by Paul Lapointe 
of Pain Court – this incredible shipwreck 
in 80’ of water was a lot of fun to 
explore and with the great “vis” (over 
50’) everyone was able to take some 
great memories from this dive. The 
Sunday dives proved to be just as great, 
as the first dive of the day was the 
Arabia. Often described as the “Crown 
Jewel of Tobermory Wrecks”, this wreck 
can only be experienced by diving it. 
With the bottom at around 100’ and 
water temperatures in the low to mid-
40’s the wreck is in an incredible state of 
preservation. The bow-sprit is still intact 
with multiple anchors, dead eyes and 
masts clearly discernible – this ship has 
lost very little of it’s glory from the day 
it sank (in 1886). Most of the divers 
stayed around the bow section where the 
majority of the interesting items are.  
However, two divers who were using 
nitrox ventured towards the stern where 
the ship’s wheel is still present. To 



 

 

summarize – the diving was great, 
accommodations (we stayed at the 
Peacock Villa) was superb. 

 
Chris Cummings holding an axe from the                              
wreck of the San Jacinto – Sunk in 1881 

 

Besides the great diving 
opportunities, this as always, was a fun 
social weekend. The group all pitched 
into to a wonderful potluck BBQ dinner 
of shrimp, salmon, steak, chicken, salads 
etc. Gary thanks everyone for making 
this meal and weekend a memorable 
one! 

 
   Amanda Owen returning from a wreck dive 
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 Here is a unique opportunity to 
do some diving that isn’t too far from 
home. Gilboa, Ohio is located about 3 
hours from Chatham and this flooded 
quarry is an awesome dive site. Located 
underwater is a helicopter, plane, school 
bus and many other items of interest. A 
group of divers will be going to Gilboa 

to get some nice relaxing dives in on 
Oct. 20th and if you are interested in 
adding a couple more unique dives to 
your log book then get your name in to 
Red Devil Scuba so that car pooling 
arrangements can be made. The group is 
planning on meeting at Red Devil Scuba 
at 7:30 am and get on the road as soon as 
possible. Admission to the quarry is $15 
USD and you will be required to have 
your c-card with you. For more 
information about this dive site check 
out: www.divegilboa.com. 

 
     One of the many underwater attractions to explore 
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    Last years participants – don’t miss out on the fun 
 

 So you think your scuba skills 
are pretty good? Especially your 
buoyancy? Well here is a challenge for 
you: on October 28th (due to logistics the 
original date of Oct 27th had to be 
changed) Red Devil Scuba will be 
hosting its second annual underwater 
pumpkin carving contest. The rules are 
simple – bring a full pumpkin to the 
event, don scuba gear, and carve a jack-



 

 

o-lantern while underwater. All cutting 
must be done below the surface. The 
location of the event hasn’t yet been 
determined so stay tuned but plan on 
attending. Last year we had lots of fun 
and there were some rather unique 
creations that emerged when the event 
was finished. Don’t miss out this fun 
experience – great fun for non-divers to 
come along and watch your creative 
talents. 
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 I know we really don’t need an 
excuse to get together and do some 
socializing – but a good excuse always 
makes things more fun. Keeping in the 
spirit of tradition, Gary has once again 
organized a “Red Devil Christmas Party/ 
End of season social”. So, get out your 
calendars and mark off the evening of 
December 8th. This will also be the event 
when the prizes for the season long 
scavenger hunt will be handed out – you 
have to be present to win your prize!! 
The plan right now is to do one final 
dive in the YMCA pool which will be a 
great opportunity for anyone heading 
south to practice their skills and test their 
equipment before traveling. There will 
also be Dive Master’s and Instructors 
willing to conduct refresher sessions for 
anyone interested. To add to the fun, 
several different u/w games and skill 
circuits are being planned, including: a 
buoyancy course, underwater puzzles 
(the advanced students from this year 
will remember how much fun these are), 
u/w “Connect 4”, and u/w Uno (also 
known as SCUBAUno). The plan is to 
meet at the YMCA for 5pm and then 
afterwards heading over to Jersey’s 
Sports bar. So if you can’t make the pool 
session you are still welcome to stop by 
Jersey’s starting around 6:30 pm for a 
little early holiday cheer.  
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 Last year, Red Devil Scuba 
entered a float in the Chatham Santa 
Claus Parade. Everyone had a pile of fun 
and we are hoping to repeat both the 
participants and the crowd’s fun this 
year. Gary would like volunteers to help 
with the float as well as people will to be 
part of the parade. So if you are 
interested, stop by and let Gary know 
and as the date gets closer, he will keep 
you informed so you can participate. 
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 This upcoming trip will be the 
10th annual that Red Devil Scuba has 
organized and by the sounds of it, this 
could be one of the best ever. The date 
of the trip will be February 22nd to 29th. 
So far 20 people have booked their trip – 
no doubt that Red Devil Scuba will be 
making its presence known on the small 
island of Roatan. This island is located 
just off the Carribean coast of Honduras 
and has some of the world’s most 
beautiful coral reefs. The group will be 
staying at Fantasy Island resort (for more 
info: www.fantasyislandresort.com) and 
the cost of the trip is very reasonable 
(less then $1500 for an all-inclusive stay 
including flights, taxes, meals, and 
drinks). 

 



 

 

This trip is open to both divers and non-
divers alike so if you are looking for a 
getaway from the winter blahs and 
maybe want to bring someone along who 
isn’t a diver then this would be the ideal 
choice. Another thought: there will be at 
least two instructors on this trip so if 
anyone would like to complete their 
Advanced Open Water course then this 
would be an ideal location (no 
thermoclines). Likewise if there is 
anyone that knows of someone who 
would like to become a certified diver an 
excellent opportunity would be to 
complete the classroom and pool 
sessions in Canada and then do the open 
water checkout dives in sunny Roatan.  

 
Diving packages can be booked ahead of 
time and are very affordable with nitrox 
available as well as unlimited shore 
diving on the house reef. With 20 people 
already booked, this trip will definitely 
sell out fast so if you are interested, talk 
to Gary at Red Devil Scuba ASAP. 
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 As many of you have gotten to 
know during previous newsletters, I 
usually outline something that I had to 
learn the hard way with the hope that it 
might help someone else out in the 
future. This time I will once again 
volunteer something that I had to learn 
the hard way but at the same time I am 
going to mention a couple other events 
that happened to other individuals during 

the same dive trip but illustrate an 
important concept. I won’t mention 
names and hopefully the people involved 
understand that their mistakes may help 
others avoid the same ones. 
 All three occurrences occurred 
during the recent last trip of the year to 
Tobermory.  In my case, I had planned 
on diving using my double 108 tanks. 
For those of you who haven’t seen this 
setup – basically two large tanks that are 
twinned up. To maximize my use of this 
setup I have been working on 
completing my advanced nitrox and 
decompression theory and procedures 
course. This course is the beginning of 
technical dive training and as part of it I 
have been training with the idea that the 
surface is no longer an option – i.e. I 
have to solve my problems at depth. As 
part of this dive philosophy I carry a 
redundant system for just about any 
occurrence – two cutting tools, two high 
end regulators, a computer plus a bottom 
timer and a set of dive tables, two lift 
bags, etc. I also carry a backup mask just 
in case a mask strap were to break and I 
was required to do a mandatory safety 
stop (also known as a decompression 
stop). This backup mask is stored in a 
separate pouch and up I had always 
strapped this pouch to the shoulder strap 
of my harness. Well, as I’m gearing up 
for my first dive on the Saturday the boat 
captain (who also happens to be my 
instructor for this particular course) 
noticed where I had attached my mask. 
Since this was a different spot then what 
he had originally shown me to attach the 
pouch he was curious if I had thought 
out the ramifications of placing the 
pouch there. I figured there would be no 
problem deploying the mask and told 
him that I didn’t see an issue. His 
challenge to me was then: while doing 
your safety stop, deploy my backup 



 

 

mask, exchange masks, and replace my 
original mask into the pouch, surface 
wearing backup mask. Now I should 
have accepted that instructor knows best 
but being stubborn I decided to accept 
the challenge. Since I was going to be 
underwater the entire time I figured I 
would bend the rules of the challenge a 
bit and during my decent I started to 
work at getting my mask deployed (just 
to make sure I could do it). After about 
30 seconds I realized that unless I 
managed to dislocate my shoulder, 
elbow and wrist all at the same time the 
chances of me getting the mask out 
would be slim to none. So my lesson 
was learned – make sure if you are going 
to have equipment at depth that it can be 
useful to you if you need it. 
 To be fair it was likely my ego 
that had gotten me over confident about 
that backup mask since the night before 
while we were doing a night dive with a 
couple of advanced students, the one 
student had trouble keeping their dive 
light under control. This individual kept 
letting go of the handle and with the 
lanyard attached the light would twist in 
multiple directions and shinning the full 
beam into everyone’s eyes (including the 
owner). Clearly a dive light isn’t going 
to do you much good if it keeps blinding 
you but since this was the first dive with 
this particular dive light it was fair that 
the student learned an important lesson – 
be familiar with your equipment and 
how it acts underwater.  
 The third case of equipment 
issues involved a faulty compass. While 
doing a compass run, the individual in 
question realized that at the first turn 
point that the compass wasn’t working. 
During the debrief it turned out that the 
person hadn’t checked that the compass 
was working before entering the water. 
It might seem like common sense to 

make sure a compass was working 
before doing a navigation dive but it in 
this case it was an oversight that lead to 
a lesson learned – no different then 
making sure your dive light doesn’t 
blind you or that you can access the gear 
you need when you need it. The key 
point – check your gear, understand how 
your gear works, and make sure you 
know how to use it. 
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 As mentioned in the “End of 
Season Social” upcoming events – the 
prizes for the scavenger hunt are going 
to be awarded at the year end event but 
in order to plan for a successful event 
Red Devil Scuba is going to make a 
deadline of November 17th to get your 
tags into the store. Any tags brought in 
after that date will not be eligible for the 
prize draw. So get your tags in now!! 
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 If you have recently taken a 
course from Red Devil Scuba please 
make sure you have completed all the 
paper work and sent off for your card. If 
you haven’t stopped by the shop yet, 
please do so ASAP to make sure you 
don’t miss any important deadlines. If 
you have mailed your information away 
but haven’t gotten your permanent c-
card then call Gary at Red Devil Scuba – 
chances are your card is sitting at the 
store waiting to be picked up. 
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 Don’t forget to stop by the Red 
Devil Divers Web Forum to keep up to 
date on upcoming events from Red Devil 
Scuba. www.reddevildivers.com 
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As you can see below – it has been a busy season with lots of new divers as well as some 
that are moving up the ranks of certification. Congratulations to everyone and we’ll see 
you underwater soon. 
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Andy Shaw   Michelle Laycock  Dylan Rock 
Darren Byrne   Lynne Welch   Nathan Wiersma 
Chris Vanvaerenberghe Phil Moesker   Becky Haveman 
Annie Saint-Arnaud  Bonnie McGee  Heather Vidic 
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Brett Blondia   Ryan Blondia   Andrew Moerman 
Jordan Sinclair  Amanda Owen  Clayton Bonell 
Deb Bonell   Sarah Williams  Sarah Deyell 
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Ryan Blondia   Brian Marchand  Jim Vidler 
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In past newsletters, once and a while there was one or two items of gear listed for 

sale. Well this issue is a bit different – Geoff Clement (a local diver) has decided to 
empty out his gear closet since the amount of diving he wants to do is starting to 
decrease. So he has some great deals including the following: 
 

1) ScubaPro ‘Superhawk NT’ BCD. Weight integrated, Back inflation. Medium Very good 
condition. Asking $350.00 

2) ScubaPro ladies tropical  BCD (for those trips south!). Small. Near new condition.  Asking  
$75.00 

3) Ladies 7mm wetsuit. wear as one or two pieces. Fit lady 5ft 2in around 130 lbs. Hardly used. 
Black /pink trim. Asking $200.00 

4) 30 cu ft pony tank with tank attachment mount. Asking $100.00 
5) ScubaPro reg. set. G250 primary, Genesis octopus, gauges with Oceanic computer. Asking 

$400.00 serviced. 
6) US divers Artic (cold water) reg. set with octopus and gauges. Great for pony Asking $200.00 
7) Canon S1 IS (image stabilizer) digital camera. Has full video capability with Canon underwater 

case (130ft) with red filter. To be sold as package only. Includes 3 CF cards up to 1 gig., lens 
attachment ring and hood.  Selling for $500.00 firm. (Over $1000.00 value) 

8) Miscellaneous equipment. Prices negotiable. 
 

Geoff has always taken very good care of his equipment so you can be assured that these 
items will be in good condition. Pictures of the equipment can be found online at 
www.reddevilscuba.com 
 
If interested you can contact Geoff 
directly @ (519) 351-4962  
or email gmclem@kent.net. 
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Oct. 20th: Road Trip to Gilboa ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ������ ���			 ���
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Oct. 28th: Underwater Pumpkin Carving ��� ��� ��� ��� ������ ��� ������ 
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Nov. 17th Deadline for Scavenger Hunt ��� ��� 


 ������ ������ ������ ��� ������ 


 ��� 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Dec. 1st: End of Year Social and Pool Practice ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ������ ��� ������ 


 ��� ��� ��������� ��� ��� ��� ��� ������ 


 


  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
January: Dive Master Class Begins ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ������ ��� ��� ������ ��� ������ ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� 
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February 22nd – 29th: Suck’s To Be You Trip to Roatan Honduras 
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March: Niagra Shipwreck Festival 			 ��� ��� ��� ������
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