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Well it took a while but | finally found

some time to work on this newsletter.
Actually, 1 don’t think the challenge was
finding time but rather motivation —

personally | would much rather be
diving then talking, or in this case,
writing about diving. But when you still
have 8 weeks to go until the Red Devil
group heads to Cozumel, the temperature
is around -12C and you talk to you
parents up in the snow-belt and they are
measuring snow in feet well,
motivation was rather abundant. So
hopefully you enjoy the newsletter and
find it informative. The newsletter
includes most of the events and classes
that Gary has planned (or is starting to
plan), for 2010, so it is a bit on the long
side but hopefully you will find some
time to read it and start to plan your own
dive schedule. Keep in mind that a lot of
the events have a limited number of
spaces for people interested in
participating so the sooner you sign up
(and get your deposit in), the better the
chance you have of avoiding
disappointment.

See you underwater,
Aaron
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First up — to give everyone a bit of a
diving fix while Old Man Winter is in
control, the Red Devil Divers web forum
is back up and running. Special thanks to
Brian Marchand for putting in the effort
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to get things up and going again. Feel
free to stop by and chat with fellow
divers, get a question or two answered,
or for those of you that are the hardy
types maybe even a dive in — there are
still divers planning and conducting
dives this time of the year. The website
address is:

www.reddevildivers.com

If you have any trouble getting an
account setup — feel free to email me at
Aaron_Breimer@hotmail.com
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Here is something new that Gary wants
to try out for 2010. Each month a

different item will be put on sale at Red
Devil Scuba. | will try my best to send

out a quick email blurb about what the
item is. For January it is a mask light:

- ="

These small backup lights have an
attachment so they can fit on your mask
— ideal as a backup light or for when
your hands are full (photography,



navigation, etc.). Regular price is $49.99
but for January the price is $39.99 — that
is a 20% savings for a very useful item.
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After a very successful year, this popular
event is returning. Starting January, 8
2010 (that is this coming Friday), stop
by Red Devil Scuba around 8 pm to
watch a diving themed movie, and every
Friday after that. We normally watch
documentaries about some local
shipwrecks, or something about potential
dive sites that we might be visiting in the
near future. Some of the videos are about
higher levels of diving such as some
very deep or even cave diving, but then
at the same time some of them will be
about tropical destinations or even some
of the local shipwrecks that we frequent.
So stop by and see what is playing. By
the way, | also try to post what video we
will be watching on the forum earlier in
the week so this is another great reason
to check out the forum.

| admit that | am a complete wuss when
it comes to very cold water diving, my
hat's off to those that do it but in order to
get my diving fix and keep my skills
sharp, | take advantage of the monthly
pool session that Red Devil Scuba
organizes. These pool sessions are open
to all certified divers and the cost is $10
per person plus any equipment they may
need to rent. The pool time is roughly an
hour which is usually more then enough
time to get in, check your skills and have

some fun. During these sessions, the
Instructors and Dive Masters of Red
Devil Scuba will be on hand to answer
any questions and to also review any
skills or knowledge that you want to

brush up on.

A couple other activities that
might be occurring during these sessions
are either a Discover Snorkeling or
Discover Scuba for customers or
prospective students. The Discover
Snorkeling is offered to customers of
Red Devil Scuba that purchase
snorkeling gear from the store and are
looking for some advice to get the most
out of it when they go down south on
vacation (trust us, swallowing salt water
can really ruin a snorkeling experience).
So if you know of someone that is going
down south, then you might want to
suggest this option to them.

The Discover Scuba is for people
that are thinking they might be interested
in trying out Scuba but are not 100%
sure if it is for them. If you know of
anyone that is in this situation then have
them contact the shop to find out when
the next opportunity will be to
participate in a Discover Scuba. As of
right now, the 2 dates that Gary has
scheduled at the YMCA for all of these
activities is January " (this Saturday)
and February ® (more can be added
depending on interest levels) — so if you
are interested, contact the shop ASAP.
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The next chance to begin the PADI Dive
Master program will be the beginning of
February of this year. For those of you
who are not overly familiar with this

designation, Dive Masters (DM’'s) are

the first step of professional recreational
divering. These are the people that
Instructors rely on to help make classes



run smooth, they are the people that
newer divers can turn to for advice, they
have a passion for diving and want to
share it with as many people as possible
... in other words they are leaders in our
sport and they have put in the effort to
get to this level. Included in this course
is extensive knowledge development,
dive skill refinement, watermanship
training, and of course learning to
supervise and assist students and divers
in general. If you want to challenge
yourself to get the most out of diving by
learning to give back then this is the
course for you. If you are interested then
contact Gary at the shop and he will give
you the details as far as costs. The
course is fairly open ended and we will
try our best to help you meet the
objectives of the course and your own
goals within your schedule.
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This is an excellent course designed to
help introduce you to the world of mixed
gas diving. The course is relatively easy
to complete provided you do the
knowledge review and ask questions on
anything you are unsure of. The main
use of nitrox is to either extend your
bottom time or shorten your surface
interval (or a combination of the two), it
is NOT meant to be used as a deep gas.
In fact the nitrox mixes that you will
learn to use are designed to be of
maximum benefit in the 70-110’ range,
which is perfect for many recreational
divers (either here at home or when
traveling down south). We have
scheduled two evening sessions to
complete this course — depending on
interest level we may be able to finish it
up in one but just in case, we have set
aside 2 evenings at the shop from 8 pm
to 10 pm. Prerequisite for this course is
to be an Open Water diver. Stop by or

call the shop to book your spot in this
course. For past students that want a
refresher, fell free to stop by the shop
and inquire if there are spaces in the
class to sit in on.
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We are headed to Cozumel Mexico for a
week of drift diving amidst the coral
walls of the island of Cozumel. As the
name of the trip suggests — if you aren’t
coming then it will suck to be you so
either check to see if there are any spots
left or start to plan for next year’s trip.

This is an annual show that is dedicated
to discussing diving. The organizers
bring in many great speakers (many
from around the region) to speak on
topics including new discoveries or
reviews of some amazing destinations.




The folks at Red Devil Scuba go up the
night before (March 19, for some
socializing and then take in the show the
following day. There are many door
prizes at the show and it tends to be a
fun filled day. If you are interested then
sign up at Red Devil Scuba ASAP as
Gary needs to book the required tickets
(and hotel rooms for those coming up
the night before) ahead of time.
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For those of you who have been reading
this newsletter for the last couple of
years, the idea of a trip to Truk Lagoon
shouldn’t be a new one. We've tried on a
couple of occasions to put a trip together
to this island atoll in the South Pacific
that was the site of what can only be
described as the Japanese equivalent to
Pearl Harbour. The US Navy caught the
Japanese fleet in harbour and during
operation Hailstone, sunk many ships.

This has been on the must dive list for
several regulars of Red Devil Scuba for
a while now and we are hoping to be
able to organize a trip there tentatively
scheduled for September or October
2011. Yes, that means the trip is over a
year away but in order to reserve our
spot and make this a successful trip we
need to start to plan well in advance.
This trip will be open to divers that have

at least their Advanced Open Water
certification (due to depth of some of the
dives) so even if you don’t have your
AOW certification yet, there will be lots
of opportunities to get it by then. The
other limitation that we are putting on
this trip is that participants must make a
commitment to dive at least 30-40 dives
per year for the next 2 years. That means
roughly 75 dives before this trip. The
reason being is that this trip is going to
be a relatively expensive and probably a
once in a life time trip for some of the
group so we want to make sure all
participants are extremely comfortable in
the water. The deadline to sign up for
this trip is the end of March 2010 and
you will be required to pay a deposit at
the time of sign up. For more
information and to sign up — contact
Gary at the shop.
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It is always fun to brush off the dust off
the equipment (or for those that are of
the hardy type — to avoid the ice) and get
the local dive season started with a bang.
Our typical destination has been Hidden
Lake which is on an island in the Detroit
River. The group carpools from
Chatham (and picks up people along the
way — divers usually) and then we have a
short boat ride to the island. The “lake”
is actually an extension of a bay and the
visibility tends to be pretty good. The
water is refreshing but most importantly
— the company is pretty good and there
are a few laughs shared by all. So plan
on kicking off the dive season with your
friends at Red Devil Scuba by signing up
for this trip — open to divers of all levels
and there is wusually lots of spots
available (although you might be limited
on the number of hot dogs that Gary will
provide — assuming he remembers to
bring them).
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It's Back!!! Red Devil Scuba has
committed to having the underwater
scavenger hunt in the St. Clair River
again for 2010. This is thé"4nstallment

(I think it's the 4", maybe it's the 8, or
5™ of this fun event. Basically the deal
is this — Gary, Aaron (that's me), Dive
Master's, and Dive Master Candidates
will drop weight white tags that have
Red Devil Scuba written on them in the
St. Clair River along the usual area
where we do our river drift dives. If you
go diving on one of these drift dives or
on your own and find one of these tags
then bring it in and your name will go
into a draw for prizes at the end of the
year Christmas Party. Note — you have to
be at the party to win!!! Also please note
— if you find a tag then bring it into the
shop ASAP as we like to recycle the tags
and make this event fun for as many
people as possible.
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Starting on May 9, Red Devil Scuba
will have regular dives in the St. Clair
River around the town of Port Lambton
on Sundays. Meet at the shop around
8:30 am, leave by 9 am and get to Port
Lambton for 10 am.

An example of some of the china you could
find during a dive at this site.

These dives are suitable for diver’s of all
levels and even for those that haven't
done one before — don’'t worry we have
lots of experienced river divers that will

be happy to show you our favorite dive
site. Once the days get a bit longer
(usually in June), we will start diving

this site in the evening during the
weekdays and on Friday evenings we
will dive some of the more advanced
sites along the river. Stay tuned for more
information  either via the next

newsletter or on the forum.
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Red Devil Scuba will be conducting our
first open water checkout session during
a mid-May weekend and anyone that
would like to come out for a dip and
show their support for some of the future
members of our community are more
then welcome. As always, we ask that
you don't interfere with the students, but
other then that — feel free to hop in the
water and show the students how strong
our local community is. Location of the
dives will be at the government docks in
Sarnia and will start probably around 10
am (we will be there earlier but with
briefings and gearing up, chances are we
won't be in the water right away).
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Here is something new for the regulars
of Red Devil Scuba. Gary has decided to
run a charter to the North Channel (this
is the water-way that runs along the
north of Manitoulin Island), to dive the
very intact wreck of the Northwind. This
wreck is a bit on the deeper side (70'-
128’) and as such the trip will be limited
to those with at Ileast AOW
certifications. We will be crossing over
to Manitoulin via the ferry and staying
on the island while Steve Tiernan will



bring his charter boat, the Teak Isle, over
from Tobermory. This steamer was 299’
long and is still very much in tact with

an amazing amount of things to see.
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A picture of the inside of this aazing wreck

This trip is expected to fill up quickly so
if you are interested then ... you know
the drill — get signed up at the shop
ASAP.
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Without a doubt, this is still my favorite
wreck to dive on. It is intact, there is an
amazing history to it, it sits upright, not
overly deep, lots of spots for penetration
for those properly equipped and trained,
and oh so much to see. | have done over
25 dives on this wreck and continue to
find something new on it each and every
time | dive it. Sunk in 1913 and in about
80" of water this wreck is truly one of
the gems of our local diving and is a

must due for anyone with an AOW or
higher certification. The only challenge
is trying to get out to it which is why
Gary is attempting to organize 3 separate
trips this year. Chances are the trips will
sell out extremely quickly (I've already
got my spots booked) so if you want to
see why | love this wreck so much, make
sure this is the year you find out.
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Getting tired of dives that require an
AOW and you don't have one? Well
here is your chance to experience some
Great Lakes wreck diving while staying
in relatively shallow water (less then
25’). What started out as an excuse for a
few of us to go diving on “Dad’s Day”
has quickly blossomed into a regular
event for the local dive community. The
charter boat leaves Erieau at several
different time slots depending on interest
level (usually 9 am, 11 am, 1 pm and
possibly 3 pm — and we are back within
2 hours), so you are still able to fit in
plans with Dad (or if you are a Dad, you
can still find time to have fun with the
family). The wrecks we normally visit
are the Lycoming and/or Colonial — once
again depending on interest level (and of
course weather). Finally we should
mention that since this charter is open to
diver’s of all levels, there is a possibility
that some of you might not be
comfortable with a boat dive (since
you've never done one), if that is that
case — just mention to Gary when you
are signing up that you'd like to dive
with someone who has some more
experience and he will do his best to
partner you up with someone who has
dove these wrecks before and is
comfortable taking newer divers around
to see the sites.
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This is a repeat to a very successful visit
that we did at the recompression
chamber in Tobermory last year because
... well we had more people interested in
participating then we could fit in the
chamber (although we tried ... good lord
knows we tried). The idea behind this
experience is to help you appreciate the
effect of nitrogen narcosis while staying
dry. You must be a certified diver (so
OW divers are welcome) and the
chamber is designed to take you to
simulated depth of 135'. Last year that
was more then deep enough for everyone
to experience some level of narcosis
with one of the better known faces at
Red Devil Scuba earning the nickname
of “Giggles”. The scheduled date is on
the Friday before the Advanced Open
Water weekend so you are able to
participate in this event and also partake
in a typical Red Devil weekend in
Tobermory — lots of diving and lots of
socializing (whether you are in a class or
not). Spots are limited and this is on a
first come first serve basis.
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Here is your chance to ensure you aren’t
left out on any more charters that require
an AOW certification. This course
requires you to do some studying at
home, followed by five different dives in
various environments. The five dives
that we normally do include: Buoyancy,
Navigation, Wreck, Deep and Night. The
location of the course is in scenic
Tobermory where you will get to
experience some of the best known dive
sites that the capital of diving in Canada
has to offer. Like many other events at
Red Devil Scuba, this course tends to fill
up fast so if you are interested then book

quick. For those of you who are already
have their AOW, I'm sure you all
remember how much fun this course was
and if you would like to join us this
weekend, then feel free to talk to Gary
and let him know that you are going to
be up there on the same weekend — there
might even be a spot or two available on
the charters for you to join in on the fun.
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Same idea as the Father's day dive —
fairly easy dives that are open to all
levels of divers. The departure schedule
will be similar as well with the
possibility we will be doing a dive on the
wreck of the “Sun”. This wreck was
discovered in 2008 and has only been
dove on a few times since. The depth is
right at the limit for Open Water diver’'s
SO spots on the trip to this wreck will be
limited to those that have some
experience diving in the Great Lakes.
But if that isn’'t you — don’t worry, we
are only planning one trip to the Sun
with the rest of the dives being to either
the Lycoming or Colonial which are
both well with in Open Water range.
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This is one of the best weekends of the
year (not that | am biased at all), since
we are conducting my favorite two
courses. My absolute favorite course is
the PADI Rescue course — the reason
being, it was this course that finally gave
me the confidence that | was looking for
to be able to truly enjoy my diving
hobby. Up to this point, | had a lot of
guestions about my abilities and what to
do in “what if” scenarios. This course
taught me, and allowed me to practice
my skills so that | truly felt like a
confident diver. I highly recommend this
course and | have yet to talk to a student



after they have complete this course who
have trouble seeing the value that this
course will bring to their diving.

My second favorite course is the
Search and Recovery course - this
course will teach you various search
patterns and techniques on recovering
lost items. Last year was the first time
we offered this course and everyone who
participated had a blast ('m not sure
who had more fun — the students looking
for the lost items or the Dive Masters
who got to hide them). If you are really
energetic you can complete both courses
on the same weekend as Jason
Cottingham did last year.

The Search and Recovery is
mostly at home studying while the
Rescue course has some studying,
knowledge reviews and pool skills.
When you sign up for the Rescue course,
we will sit down with you and work out
a schedule so you are well prepared for
the open water sessions.
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What the heck??? The name for this
weekend was decided during last year’s
Pt. Traverse trip (which is in Lake
Ontario) and | thought it was rather
unique. | won’t ruin the fun of learning
about this story first hand but needless to
say it had Gary doubled over in laughter
for well over an hour. This year we have
changed the location and we will be
diving on the American side of Lake
Erie in the eastern basin. This is the
deeper part of the lake and so an AOW
or higher rating is required. The location
will be around the town of Dunkirk and
we are still working out the details of
which wrecks we will be doing. Our goal
is to make the dives on some of the more
intact wrecks in the area (which
apparently there are a lot of) and in the
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same fashion as last year, keep the cost
as reasonable as possible. This trip is
being organized by Aaron so if you are
interested in signing up for this weekend
then please email him at
Aaron_Breimer@hotmail.com.
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Everybody needs a change from the
same scenery once and a while — right?
Well as much fun as we have diving the
Great Lakes and the amazing
shipwrecks, we need to try something
else on occasion. To give people a
change and keep the cost low, Gary
works with some of his contacts from
when he took his instructor course in
Fort Lauderdale (Florida) to come up
with a fun long weekend. The group flies
down from Detroit on Friday morning,
dives from the shore in the afternoon,
then does charter dives on Saturday and
Sunday followed by some sight seeing
on Monday and finally flying home
Monday afternoon/evening. So over four
days you get to do some amazing warm
water wreck and coral reef diving. If you
are interested then sign up at the shop
and Gary will keep you up to date on the
cost of the trip.
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What has become an annual tradition
where Red Devil Scuba gives back is



going to happen again. So plan on
coming out and giving a hand to help
clean up part of one of our favorite dive
sites. Even if you can only help for part
of the day, or if you have friends that are
non-divers but want help on the shore ...
whatever form the help comes in — it is
always welcome.

) .
;4 ¥

We always have fun when we go to
Tobermory, and when it is the last trip of
the year — the fun is even greater.
Although most trips will sell out that
Gary organizes, this is one of the
regular’s favorites. We dive some of the
better well known wrecks which tend to
be deep and as such an AOW is
required.
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Want a very inexpensive way to close

out the year but at the same time, dive
something unique? Each year, we take a
road trip to Gilboa, Ohio and dive the

old limestone quarry there. This quarry

has been set up as a diver’'s playground
with numerous under water attractions
including a jet plane, helicopter, school

bus and numerous other items of
interest. This is a day long trip with us

leaving in the morning, doing 2 dives

and then returning home in the evening.
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| have vyet to find something as
entertaining u/w or at a dive site as
attempting to carve a pumpkin while
submerged. Maybe its just because I'm
easily entertained but for those of you
that have done this before, I'm sure you
will agree and for the new folks — come

on out and find out what you've been
missing. There are prizes for the best
carved pumpkin as well as for “What did

you do to that poor pumpkin — it never
hurt you”. We normally do this on the

last Sunday in October before

Halloween but thanks to the calendar —
this year we get to do it on Halloween.
We will be meeting in either the late

morning or early afternoon so you will

have lots of time to get back home for
the trick or treaters.
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By now, it should be obvious that Red
Devil Scuba doesn’t need much of an
excuse to have fun but we won't turn
down one either. So of course we make
sure we celebrate the holiday season
with our dive friends. This is also when
we hand out prizes for the scavenger
hunt that occurred throughout the season
and also some of the more prestigious
awards to the customers of Red Devil
Scuba. This past year (2009) the very
worthwhile winner of Diver of the Year
was Jim Vidler for his active dive season
which included earning the designation
of Master Scuba Diver. Find of the Year
went to Ray Holdaway and Doug
Roebuck for their find of a 28" brass
propeller in the St. Clair River. Come
out and dive in 2010 and you might be
the winner of either of these awards in.
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Starting January &' (and every Friday) - Movie Night at
Red Devil Scuba at 8 pm

January 18" — Discover Snorkelling/Scuba and Pool Session
@ YMCA Pool

February 6" - Discover Snorkelling/Scuba and Pool Session
@ YMCA Pool



June 20" — Father’s Day Charter in Erieau



